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Foreword

As the world faces cascading and interlinked global crises and 
conflicts, the aspirations set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development are in jeopardy. With the COVID-19 pandemic in 
its third year, the war in Ukraine is exacerbating food, energy, 
humanitarian and refugee crises – all against the background of a 
full-fledged climate emergency. Using current data, The Sustainable 
Development Goals Report 2022 provides evidence of the destructive 
impacts of these crises on the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

The COVID-19 pandemic has so far directly or indirectly cost the 
lives of close to 15 million people. Global health systems have been 
overwhelmed and many essential health services have been disrupted, 
posing major threats to progress in fighting other deadly diseases. 
Many millions more people are now living in extreme poverty and 
suffering from increased hunger compared to pre-pandemic levels. 
An estimated 147 million children missed more than half of their 
in-person instruction over the past two years, significantly affecting 
their learning and well-being. Women have been disproportionately 
affected by the socioeconomic fallout of the pandemic, struggling with 
lost jobs, increased burdens of unpaid care work and an intensifying 
silent epidemic of domestic violence. 

The current global economic recovery is fragile and patchy, with 
concerns related to new COVID-19 variants, rising inflation, major 
supply-chain disruptions, growing labour market pressures and 
unsustainable debt in developing countries. With vaccine distribution 
grossly unequal across the globe, there is a stark two-tiered COVID-19 
recovery, sharpening the growing sense of injustice among people 
around the world and increasing the urgency to tackle deep and 
persistent inequalities. 

Against this backdrop, the world is enduring the highest number of 
conflicts since the creation of the United Nations. Approximately 
2 billion people live in conflict-affected countries. Refugees were 
at the highest number on record in 2021 and forced displacement 
is continuing to grow, exacerbated by the war in Ukraine. As of the 
end of May 2022, some 6.5 million refugees had fled Ukraine alone, 
mostly women and children. 

The Ukraine conflict has also caused food, fuel and fertilizer prices to 
skyrocket. It has further disrupted supply chains and global trade and 
caused distress in financial markets. By current estimates, the war 
could cut global economic growth by 0.9 percentage points in 2022, 
as well as undermine development aid to the world’s poor.

These situations will only deteriorate with climate change, which 
acts as a “crisis multiplier”, and whose impacts are already being 
felt across the globe. Increased heatwaves, droughts and floods 
are affecting billions of people worldwide, contributing further to 
poverty, hunger and instability. The COVID-19 pandemic and the war 
in Ukraine have further delayed the urgently needed transition to 
greener economies. Based on current national commitments, global 
greenhouse gas emissions are set to increase by almost 14 per cent 
over the current decade. 

To recover from the COVID-19 pandemic and deliver global 
sustainability, we need an urgent rescue effort for the SDGs. We 
must deliver on our commitments to support the world’s most 
vulnerable people, communities and nations. Creating a global 
economy that works for all will require bold action. Greater 
investment in data infrastructure is needed to efficiently target 
investments now, anticipate future demands, avoid crises from 
descending into full-blown conflict and plan the urgent steps needed 
to achieve the 2030 Agenda.

António Guterres 
Secretary-General of the United Nations

 

 
 

 
             

 
A recommitment by governments, cities, businesses, and industries to ensure that the 

recovery reduces carbon emissions, conserves natural resources, creates better jobs, advances 
gender equality and tackles growing poverty and inequalities is a further imperative.  As this 
report shows, the availability of high-quality data is also critical, helping decision-makers to 
understand where investments can have the greatest impact; but improved data collection will 
not happen without increased data financing, from both international and domestic resources.   

 
The challenges are immense but there are also reasons for hope.  The COVID-19 crisis 

demonstrated inspiring community resilience, highlighted the herculean work by essential 
workers in myriad fields and facilitated the rapid expansion of social protection, the acceleration 
of digital transformation and unprecedented worldwide collaboration on the development of 
vaccines.  A brighter future is possible.  We must use the crisis to transform our world, deliver 
on the 2030 Agenda and keep our promise to current and future generations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 António Guterres 
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The Sustainable Development Goals: a road map out of crisis

The world is facing a confluence of crises that threaten the very 
survival of humanity. All of these crises – and ways to prevent and 
navigate them – are addressed holistically in the SDGs. We ignore 
them at our own peril. 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022 charts progress 
towards realizing the 17 Goals. It is a collaborative effort between 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and more than 
50 international and regional agencies, based on millions of data 
points provided by over 200 countries and areas. This year’s report 
paints a particularly sobering picture. Using the latest available 
data and estimates, it reveals that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development is in grave jeopardy due to multiple, cascading 
and intersecting crises. COVID-19, climate change and conflict 
predominate. Each of them, and their complex interactions, impact 
all of the Goals, creating spin-off crises in food and nutrition, health, 
education, the environment, and peace and security. To put the world 
on track to sustainability will require concerted action on a global 
scale. 

Cascading and intersecting crises 

Over the past two years, the COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc 
on almost every aspect of our lives. And it is still far from over. The 
pandemic wiped out more than four years of progress on poverty 
eradication and pushed 93 million more people into extreme poverty 
in 2020. It has disrupted essential health services, resulting in a drop 
in immunization coverage for the first time in a decade and a rise in 
deaths from tuberculosis and malaria, among many other impacts. 
Prolonged school closures put 24 million learners – from pre-primary 
to university levels – at risk of not returning to school.

The immediacy of the COVID-19 crisis is now overshadowed by the 
existential threat of climate change. Increased heatwaves, droughts 
and apocalyptic wildfires and floods are already affecting billions of 
people around the globe and causing potentially irreversible damage 
to the Earth’s ecosystems. For example, continuing ocean acidification 
and rising water temperatures are endangering marine species, 
including coral reefs, which are considered the “rainforests of the 
sea” for the biodiversity they support. To avoid the worst effects of 
climate change, as set out in the Paris Agreement, global greenhouse 
gas emissions will need to peak before 2025 and then decline by 43 
per cent by 2030, falling to net zero by 2050. Instead, under current 
voluntary national commitments to climate action, greenhouse gas 
emissions will rise by nearly 14 per cent by 2030.

Concurrently, the world is witnessing the largest number of violent 
conflicts since 1946, with one quarter of the global population now 
living in conflict-affected countries. As of May 2022, a record 100 
million people have been forcibly displaced from their homes. The 
outbreak of war in Ukraine has caused food, fuel and fertilizer prices 
to skyrocket, disrupted supply chains and global trade, and roiled 
financial markets, fuelling the threat of a global food crisis.

Protecting the vulnerable

All the while, developing countries are battling record inflation, rising 
interest rates and looming debt burdens. With competing priorities 
and limited fiscal space, many are struggling unsuccessfully to recover 

from the pandemic. In least developed countries, economic growth 
remains sluggish and the unemployment rate is worsening. 

As always, women, children and other vulnerable populations are 
bearing the brunt of the crises. Child labour and child marriage are 
on the rise. Anxiety and depression among adolescents and young 
people have increased significantly. Around 40 per cent of people 
forcibly displaced worldwide are children, many of whom have 
suffered immeasurable damage and disruption to their lives and 
development due to conflict. Women struggle with the constraints of 
lost jobs and livelihoods, derailed schooling and increased burdens 
of unpaid care work at home. Meanwhile, existing evidence suggests 
that domestic violence has been exacerbated by the pandemic. 

Staying ahead of the curve 

To stay ahead of these crises, we need to understand where we are 
and where we are headed, and that will require significant investment 
in our data and information infrastructure. Policies, programmes and 
resources aimed at protecting people during this most challenging 
time will inevitably fall short without the evidence needed to focus 
interventions. Timely, high-quality and disaggregated data can help 
trigger more targeted responses, anticipate future needs, and hone 
the design of urgently needed actions. To emerge stronger from the 
crisis and prepare for unknown challenges ahead, funding statistical 
development must be a priority for national governments and the 
international community. 

A road map for survival

The severity and magnitude of the challenges before us demand 
sweeping changes on a scale not yet seen in human history. We must 
start by ending armed conflicts and embarking on a path of diplomacy 
and peace – a precondition for sustainable development. We simply 
cannot tolerate war and the senseless loss of precious lives and 
resources it entails. 

Second, we must adopt low-carbon, resilient and inclusive 
development pathways that will reduce carbon emissions, conserve 
natural resources, transform our food systems, create better jobs and 
advance the transition to a greener, more inclusive and just economy. 
The road map laid out in the SDGs is clear. Just as the impact of crises 
is compounded when they are linked, so are solutions. When we 
take action to strengthen social protection systems, improve public 
services and invest in clean energy, for example, we address the 
root causes of increasing inequality, environmental degradation and 
climate change. 

Third, nothing short of a comprehensive transformation of the 
international financial and debt architecture will be required to 
accomplish these aims and to avoid a two-track recovery, with 
developing countries left behind. The stakes could not be higher. If 
humanity is to survive, we must survive together, leaving no one behind.

Liu Zhenmin 
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs 
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Thinking beyond crisis: using the pandemic to advance  
high-quality, timely and inclusive data

The COVID-19 pandemic has upended life as we know it. At the 

same time, it has forced new ways of thinking and opened up new 

opportunities. The global statistical community is exploring ways to 

seize these opportunities and learn from the pandemic. Its aim: to take 

that knowledge forward to provide better data for better lives – now 

and in what may be turbulent years ahead. 

The impact of COVID-19 on national statistics offices (NSOs) around 

the world was dramatic. At the start of the pandemic, in-person data 

collection was abruptly halted in almost all countries. Meanwhile, data 

demand for policymaking and to inform the general public reached 

a new high. In seeking to understand the impact of the virus, for 

example, public health authorities needed timely and disaggregated 

death statistics. But monthly mortality data are still not available in 

the majority of countries. Moreover, many NSOs lack the information 

and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure to carry out their 

daily work remotely. Compounding these problems was the fact that 

domestic and external funding for statistical activities has been cut 

back in many countries, particularly those that need it most.  

Despite the challenges, many NSOs found new ways to get the job 

done. One of them was using non-traditional data sources, such 

as mobile phone data, satellite imagery and citizen-generated 

data, along with new modes of data collection, such as web- or 

telephone-based or mix-mode interviews. The offices encouraged 

collaborative efforts and played a stronger coordination role within 

national data ecosystems. Such initiatives have provided the data 

needed to better understand the course and effects of the crisis 

on health, jobs, migration, violence against women and a range of 

other issues. Yet the level of responses among national statistical 

systems differed widely. Those that already had a solid and 

well-established data system have been better equipped to react 

creatively to the crisis. 

Moreover, the path to success was not always straightforward. 

Innovations and new approaches, without careful attention to design 

and assessment, can inadvertently reinforce inequality and exclusion. 

In addition, NSOs needed to develop effective communication 

strategies to address the “pandemic” of misinformation and 

disinformation about COVID-19.

As the world slowly emerges from the crisis, timely, disaggregated 

and high-quality data are more important than ever. What are 

needed now are further investments in data and information 

infrastructure, drawing from lessons learned during the pandemic. 

The objective is to get ahead of the crisis so that we can trigger 

more timely responses, anticipate future needs, and design the 

urgent actions needed to realize the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 

The analysis that follows is based on four rounds of global surveys 

monitoring the effects of the pandemic on national statistical 

operations between May 2020 and May 2021, carried out jointly by 

the United Nations Statistics Division and the World Bank. It also 

draws on a survey on the implementation of the Cape Town Global 

Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data, carried out in August 

and September 2021.
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Despite some progress, serious data gaps persist in SDG monitoring

Considerable progress has been made in the availability of 
internationally comparable data for SDG monitoring: the number of 
indicators included in the global SDG database increased from 115 
in 2016 to 217 in 2022. However, significant data gaps still exist in 
terms of geographic coverage, timeliness and level of disaggregation, 
making it difficult to fully comprehend the pace of progress towards 
the realization of the 2030 Agenda, differences across regions and 
who is being left behind.

For 8 of the 17 SDGs, fewer than half of the 193 countries or areas 
have internationally comparable data from 2015 or later. While Goal 3 
(health) and Goal 7 (energy) have the highest data availability (more 
than 80 per cent of countries have at least one data point since 2015), 
only around 20 per cent of countries have data for Goal 13 (climate 
action). 

Also insufficient are disaggregated data for monitoring the progress 
of vulnerable population groups. Among the 32 SDG indicators 
with a requirement of sex disaggregation, only 21 have the latest 
disaggregated data available in most countries (more than 80 per cent 
of countries have at least one data point since 2015); for 8 indicators, 
no sex disaggregated data are available at all. Data are available for 

only 7 out of 21 indicators that require disaggregation by both sex 
and age. When considering other disaggregation dimensions such as 
disability status, the picture is even murkier. Out of 10 SDG indicators 
that require disaggregation by disability status, data are available for 
only 2 of them. 
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COVID-19 made clear the need for a strong statistical foundation

COVID-19 posed a serious threat to already struggling national 
statistical systems and was a wake-up call to the need for stronger 
statistical and ICT foundations. In May 2020, 96 per cent of 
countries put a full or partial stop to face-to-face data collection 
due to national lockdown measures. One year later, in May 2021, 
disruptions in face-to-face data collection were still occurring in 
57 per cent of countries. Countries that only relied on in-person 
data collection before the pandemic were heavily affected, while 
countries with experience in remote data collection, or that 
had experimented with it, were at a considerable advantage. 
For example, in the United Kingdom, the immediate roll-out of 
a time-use survey during the pandemic benefited from earlier 
experimentation with remote data collection. The survey, carried out 
through the Internet, enabled policymakers to understand how the 
pandemic changed the way people spent their time. 

One crack in the statistical foundation exposed during the pandemic 
was a lack of national mortality data for adults, which is needed to 
understand the true death toll of COVID-19. When a United Nations 
Technical Advisory Group was tasked with estimating national and 
global COVID-19-related excess mortality, they found that only 38 
per cent of countries had the required monthly mortality data from 
January 2020 to December 2021. This lack of underlying data reflects 
a serious flaw in national vital statistics systems, which encompass 
death registration, household surveys and population censuses. 
Death registration in many countries is incomplete and delayed; data 
collection through censuses and surveys provides data with a time 

lag of 5 to 10 years; and mortality data for older people are often not 
collected. 

ICT infrastructure has been crucial during the pandemic in helping 
countries carry out data collection and training remotely as well as 
in storing data and fostering collaboration. In July 2020, only 62 
per cent of all responding countries reported having sufficient ICT 
capabilities for remote training, and only 55 per cent had sufficient 
cloud computing services for remote data storage and data 
exchange. There is a divide between countries at different income 
levels. High-income countries were more equipped in terms of ICT, 
while low- and lower-middle-income countries were much less 
prepared. 

Proportion of countries that stopped face-to-face data collection, 
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The crisis is helping to shape the future of innovation 

The COVID-19 crisis has been an extraordinary challenge for national 
statistical systems. It has also been an opportunity to experiment 
with innovative data collection methods, explore new data sources 
and modernize ICT infrastructures to meet data demands for 
policymaking. Throughout that process, the importance of fully 
inclusive data was made evident. Moving forward, experiences during 
the pandemic can be used to inform the future of innovation in official 
statistics. 

At the beginning of the crisis, more than 80 per cent of countries 
indicated they would be using phone surveys to collect data to 
measure the impact of COVID-19, and 37 per cent said they would 
be using web surveys – a significant increase from the pre-pandemic 
level. Administrative data, model-based estimates and non-traditional 
data sources – including phone call detail records, scanner data, 
social media, remote sensing and citizen-generated data – were all 
considered by countries. 

In addition, many NSOs accelerated modernization of their ICT 
systems. In May 2021, 58 per cent of NSOs reported improvements 
in their overall ICT readiness over the previous six months. The main 
actions taken were deploying new collaboration software (85 per 
cent) and providing new equipment to staff (73 per cent). Another 
significant action for improving ICT readiness highlighted by NSOs 
was deploying new remote access tools such as virtual private 
network (VPN), Virtual Desktop and Mobile Office (61 per cent).  

Proportion of countries that reported the use of innovative approaches to 
measure the impact of COVID-19, May 2020 (percentage)
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The pandemic was a reminder to leave no one behind 

Collecting data on vulnerable population groups, such as migrants 
and persons with disabilities, is crucial in identifying the challenges 
they face and understanding who are being left behind. The use of 
innovative approaches, such as mobile phone surveys and artificial 
intelligence, should be accompanied by an assessment to ensure 
that innovations are not inadvertently excluding or harming the most 
vulnerable groups. 

For example, the digital divide in mobile phone ownership and 
Internet access was cited as the main reason for not reaching certain 
population groups during the pandemic. Among countries surveyed, 
39 per cent had difficulties adequately collecting data on migrants, 27 
per cent had difficulties collecting data on older persons, and 27 per 
cent had difficulties with data on persons with disabilities. Moreover, 
traditional surveys that focus only on households leave out individuals 

living in institutions, such as nursing homes and other residential 
care facilities, homeless shelters and prisons, all of which have been 
heavily affected by the pandemic. 

NSOs need to strengthen coordination within national data ecosystems

During the pandemic, partnerships were formed among government 
agencies, academic institutions, local governments, private 
businesses and civil society organizations to collect urgently 
needed data for policymaking. Such collaboration fostered new 
ideas and resources; it also increased the resulting data’s inclusivity, 
timeliness and utilization. National statistics offices played a stronger 
coordination role in many countries. The Statistics Institute of 
Jamaica, for example, partnered with the Ministry of Health and other 
experts in leading a committee to match data demand with available 
data needed to guide policy during the crisis. To help fill data gaps 
on the SDGs, the National Bureau of Statistics of Kenya initiated 
partnerships with civil society organizations and integrated a set of 
quality criteria for citizen-generated data in its newly released Kenya 
Statistical Quality Assurance Framework.

Despite all the effort, NSOs from many countries felt they could 
do better in coordinating work within the national data ecosystem. 
Globally, only 17 per cent of countries surveyed felt that their 

coordination within the data ecosystem was satisfactory. The 
satisfaction level varied by income level: it averaged 25 per cent in 
high-income countries, but only 8 per cent in low- and lower-middle-
income countries. 

Proportion of national statistics offices that felt their capacity to coordinate 
within the larger data ecosystem could be improved, by income group, 
August–September 2021 (percentage)
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Effective communication strategies helped combat misinformation and disinformation 

The pandemic placed unprecedented demands on NSOs around the 
world. In addition to setting the gold standard for data quality within 
a country, these offices were expected to take the lead in correcting 
the abundance of misinformation and disinformation circulating 
about the impact of COVID-19. To do so, NSOs needed to relay their 
findings to different data users through new and more traditional 
approaches to outreach. However, surveys indicated major gaps in 
the approaches used depending on the income level of a country. 
The use of newer, more innovative approaches, such as social media, 
publication programmes targeted to specific user groups, seminars, 
eLearning platforms, live chat sessions and podcasts, was favoured 
by higher-income countries, while low- and lower-middle-income 
countries favoured more traditional approaches to user engagement. 
These included press conferences, traditional media appearances, 
general awareness campaigns, presentations, conferences and launch 
events. These findings signal an area for collective action by the 
statistical community. The opportunity is ripe to take advantage of 
modern communication channels and produce tailored support and 
data products to reach different user groups. 

Increased investment in data and statistics is urgently needed 

During the pandemic, 40 per cent of NSOs saw data collection costs 
rise, while government funding for 48 per cent of NSOs was cut back. 
In sub-Saharan Africa, 61 per cent of countries saw these costs rise, 
while 71 per cent saw a drop in government funding and 59 per cent 
saw a drop in donor funding for NSOs. This trend was corroborated by 
an analysis of official development assistance for data and statistics, 
which showed that funding for many basic data activities was quickly 
deprioritized at the beginning of the pandemic. NSOs in two thirds of 
countries eligible for borrowing from the International Development 
Association (IDA) also experienced either moderate or severe delays 
in budget disbursement at the beginning of the 2021 fiscal year. 

Over the next three years, NSOs in most IDA countries are expecting 
to face significant funding shortages for targeted programmes 
from development aid providers. Over two thirds (69 per cent) of 
countries surveyed identified business and agricultural censuses 
as the area that will face the most significant funding shortages, 
followed by population and housing censuses (56 per cent) and 
household surveys (52 per cent). In terms of policy sectors that will 
require additional support over this time period, health statistics was 
identified as a top priority by 76 per cent of IDA countries. 

The last two years have seen a major blow to the world’s economy 
and people, and lower-income countries were hit particularly hard. 
Investing in data capacities and data partnerships to leave no one 
behind, build trust and fill data gaps to achieve the SDGs must be a 
priority for national governments and the international community if 
countries are to rely upon evidence-based policy responses to emerge 
stronger from the crisis and face the unknown challenges ahead. 

This reaffirms the urgency of implementing important frameworks, 
including the Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable 
Development Data, the Dubai Declaration and the Bern Data Compact 
for the Decade of Action on the Sustainable Development Goals, all 
agreed by the data community during the United Nations World Data 
Forums, to build statistical capacity and adopt an innovative demand-
driven funding mechanism that can respond quickly and efficiently to 
the priorities of national statistical systems, with the goal of mobilizing 
both domestic and international funds. 

Proportion of national statistics offices that carried out activities to educate 
and reach data users in the past three years, by income group, 
August–September 2021 (percentage)
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Overview

End poverty in all its forms everywhere
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End hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

 are converging to undermine
food security worldwide
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Pandemic claimed the lives of

115,500 front-line
health-care workers

Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages
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Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

Entrenched inequities in education have
only worsened during the pandemic
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Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls

2022 

More than 1 in 4 women
(15+ years)

It would take another

40 years

Women’s share in national parliaments

2015

22.4% 26.2% 

have been subjected to intimate
partner violence (641 million)

at least once in their lifetime

Women accounted for

39% 
of total

employment

in 2019,

but

45% 
of global

employment losses

in 2020

are making their own informed
decisions on sex and

reproductive health care

(64 countries, 2007-2021)

57% Only

of women (15-49 years) 

gender-responsive budgeting
needs to be strengthened

lacking minimum elements
of such a system15%

59% some features
of a system

26% comprehensive
systems

Proportion of 
countries with 
systems to track
gender-budget 
allocations 
(2018-2021)

for women and men to be represented
equally in  national political leadership

  at the current pace  

office
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live in countries 
with high and 

critical levels
of water stress 

(2019)

Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all

For at least

The world’s water-related

ecosystems
are BEING degraded at an alarming rate

of the planet’s wetlands
have been   lost

Meeting drinking water, sanitation and hygiene targets

by 2030 requires a  4x increase in the pace of progress

will lack 
safely managed 
drinking water

1.6 billion people 

will lack 
safely managed 

Sanitation

2.8 billion people 

will lack Basic
Hand Hygiene 

facilities

1.9 billion people 

At current rates, in 2030

the quality of the water
they depend on is

unknown due to a lack
of monitoring

3 billion people,

733+ million people 

Only 
one quarter 

of reporting countries
have >90% of their

transboundary waters
covered by operational

arrangements (2020)

Over the past 300 years,

over 85%
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Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all

Due to the challenge of reaching
those hardest to reach

Annual energy-intensity improvement rate

needs to speed up
to achieve global climate goals

Progress in energy efficiency

Total renewable energy
consumption increased by 
a quarter between 2010  and  2019, 

but the share of renewables in total
final energy consumption is only

(2019)
17.7%

renewable energy

(2010-2019)
Actual

1.9%
(to 2030)

Needed
3.2%

2017 2018 2019

(Based on
Current trend)

2010

Impressive progress  in  electrification

has slowed

International financial flows to 
developing countries for renewables

$24.7
billion

$14.3
billion $10.9

billion

1.2
Billion

2020

733
Million

number of people without electricity

2030

679
Million

still use inefficient and
polluting cooking systems

2.4 Billion People

(2020)

 declined for a second year in a row 
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Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment and decent work for all

to remain above pre-pAndemic
level until at least 2023

is hampered by: 
global economic recovery Global unemployment

2019

5.4 %
6.6 %

2020

6.2 %

2021GLOBAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

2023

New Waves of
COvid-19

Rising
Inflation

Supply-Chain
Disruptions

Policy
Uncertainties

Labour Market
Challenges

Worker productivity has rebounded, 
but not in LDCs

annual growth rate of Global real GDP per capita (%)
(2018–2023)

2018

2.1

2019 2020

-4.4

2023

2.5

20222021

4.4

3.0

2.1

COVID-19

Recovery

UKRAINE
CRISIS

(projected)

1 in 10    children are engaged

IN child labour worldwide

160 million total children (2020)

1 in 10

Global economic recovery is
further set back by the Ukraine crisis

2015-2019 2020 2021

1.6 %

3.2 %

-0.6 %

growth in output per worker
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Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation

Global manufacturing

but LDCs are left behind
has rebounded from the pandemic

2015
(estimated)

2018 2021

Manufacturing Growth

lack access to financial
support for recovery

2.3 billion passengers in 2021,
compared with 4.5 billion in 2019

130

120

110

100

2019
(Q2)

2020
(Q2)

2021
(q2)

are negatively impacted by the crisis
1 in 3 manufacturing jobs

Only 1 in 3 small manufacturers
are benefiting from a loan or line of credit

(2020-2021)

Passenger airline industry

recoup catastrophic losses

is still struggling to

Small-scale industries

2019 2021

4.5

2.3
Billion

Billion

World

LDCS

2021
(q4)

Low 
Technology

Medium
Technology

Medium-High and
High technology

Higher-technology industries
are far more resilient in crises

than their lower-tech counterparts

Manufacturing production Index
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Reduce inequality within and 
among countries

Change in between-country income inequality
(2013-2021)

Without Covid-19
projection

COVID-19
projection

the deadliest year since
2017 for migrants

1 in 5 

human rights law

people have experienced

discrimination
on at least one of the grounds
prohibited under international

5,895 migrants

lost their lives in 2021

-3.8%

1.2%

 -2.6%

Global refugee figure 
hits record high

Number of refugees outside their country of origin 
increased by 44% between 2015 and 2021

War in Ukraine pushes 
the world total  even higher 216 per 100,000 people

(2015)
311 per 100,000 people

(mid-2021)

Pandemic
has caused the first rise in
between-country income inequality  in a generation

2013-2017 2017-2021
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Leaving no one behind 

1 billion slum dwellers
will require an  intensified focus  on

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable

As cities grow, municipal solid waste 
problems mount

Globally,
municipal solid waste

82%
collected

55% 
managed in controlled

facilities (2022)

In sub-Saharan Africa,
less than 1/3 of city dwellers have convenient

access to  public transportation

(51 to 98 countries)

Number of countries
with  local disaster risk
reduction strategies 

nearly doubled

between 2015 and 2021

according to new world 
Health Organization

air quality guidelines
of PM2.5 <5 ug/m3

of the
99%
population breathe 
world’s urban

polluted air
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Harvesting Transport Storage processing

of the world’s food is lost after harvesting 
and before reaching retail markets13.3%

of total food is wasted at the
consumer level 

17%

Grocery store HouseholdHouse Restaurant

Ensure sustainable consumption 
and production patterns

Unsustainable patterns
of  consumption and production are root cause oF

Triple planetary crises

PollutionClimate
change

Biodiversity
loss

 in every country every day

Too much food is being lost or wasted

is increasing

Our reliance on

natural resources

world’s electronic waste is
not being safely managed

E-waste collection rates
(2019)

of theVast majority

rising over 

65% globally
from  
2000 to 2019

Latin America and
the Caribbean

1.2%

sub-Saharan
Africa 

1.6%

Global average

22.8%

Europe anD
Northern America

46.9%
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Take urgent action to combat 
climate change and its impacts

increased

is humanity’s  

Energy-related
CO2 emissions 

disasters

Medium- to large-scale 
disasters will increase 
40% from 2015 to 2030

our window to avoid climate catastrophe is closing rapidly

70%-90%
gone

die off
completely

1.5 °C scenario 2 °C scenario

droughts

drought estimated to
displace 700 million 

people by 2030

sea level rise

sea level will rise
30-60 cm by 2100

Coral reefs

different temperature
scenarios for coral reefs

Climate change

in 2021 6% 
Developed countries 

provided $79.6 billion 
in climate finance in 2019 

Climate finance  
falls short of 

$100 billion
yearly commitment

“code red” warning

1850 1875 1900 1925 1950 1975 2000 2021

Rising global temperatures
continue unabated, leading
to  more extreme weather

reaching highest
level ever
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Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, sea and 
marine resources for sustainable development

Acidification Eutrophication

Over-
fishing

Ocean
warming

Plastic/marine pollution

The ocean absorbs around 1/4 
of global annual CO₂ emissions

Increasing acidification
is threatening marine life and
limiting the ocean’s capacity
to moderate climate change

the planet’s largest ecosystem

is endangered

Plastic pollution
is choking the ocean

 17+ million metric tons

of plastic entered
the ocean in 2021

projected to double or
triple by 2040

90% of the

world's fishers
are employed in
small-scale fisheries

who need accelerated
support due to the

our ocean

pandemic
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are documented
to be at risk 
of extinction 
over the 
coming 
decades

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification,  
and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

10 Million
hectares of forest    are destroyed every year

Almost 90% of global deforestation 

hectares of forest

49.6% 38.5%

Biodiversity 

is largely  neglected 
in covid-19 recovery spending

40,000 species

133 Parties have ratified

which addresses access to

genetic resources

the Nagoya Protocol, 

cropland expansion livestock grazing

$
$

agricultural expansionis due to 

Around

$ $

and their fair and equitable use

40

20
2000 2021

Freshwater

Terrestrial

Mountain

Nearly half of freshwater, terrestrial
anD mountain key biodiversity areas

are protected

%
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 OF THE 

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

HAD BEEN  FORCIBLY DISPLACED  WORLDWIDE
(MAY 2022)

PLEAS FOR

GROW LOUDER

GLOBAL PEACE

LIVES IN  CONFLICT-AFFECTED
COUNTRIES (END 2020)

WORLD IS WITNESSING LARGEST
NUMBER OF VIOLENT CONFLICTS

SINCE 1946

A  Q U A R T E R  O F  T H E  
GLOBAL POPULATION

 FEAR WALKING ALONE  IN

A RECORD
100 MILLION PEOPLE

WORLD’S POPULATION

MOSTLY WOMEN
1/3

 THEIR NEIGHBOURHOODS AT NIGHT

falls short
of the “significant reduction”

by 2030 targeted in the SDGs

Global homicide rate declined

5.2% between
2015 and 2020

CORRUPTION IS FOUND IN EVERY REGION

ALMOST  1 IN 6  BUSINESSES HAVE RECEIVED BRIBE REQUESTS
FROM  PUBLIC OFFICIALS

AND


