COURSE SYLLABUS

1. Information about the program
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1.1 Higher Education
Institution

Babes-Bolyai University

1.2 Faculty Faculty of European Studies

1.3 Department

International Relations and German Studies

1.4 Field of study International Relations and European Studies

1.5 Study level MA

1.6 Programme of study/ International Relations, Foreign Policy and Crisis Management
Qualification

2. Information about the discipline

2.1 Module | Societal and Environmental Security

2.2 Course holder

Serban Vaetisi, Lecturer

2.3 Seminar holder

Serban Vaetisi, Lecturer

2.4 Year of study 1 | 2.5 Semester 2| 2.6. Type of C | 2.7 Type of module2 | OB

assessment!
3. Total estimated time (teaching hours per semester)

3.1 No. of hours per week 3 3.1 of which for 2 3.3 of which for 1
course seminar

3.4 Total no. of hours in the 42 | 3.5 of which for 28 | 3.6 of which for 14

curriculum course seminar

Time distribution: 14 weeks

Study by using handbook, reader, bibliography and course notes 3

Additional library/specialised online research, field research 3

Preparation of seminars/laboratories, homework, projects, portfolios and essays 2

Tutoring 2

Examinations 1

Other activities: ... -

3.7 Total no. of hours for individual study | 6

3.8 Total no. of hours per semester 42

3.9 No. of ETCS credit points 5

4. Prerequisites (where applicable)

4.1 of curriculum ° -

4.2 of competencies o =

1 E - exam, ME - multi-term examinations, C - collocutional examination/assessment test
2 OB - core module, OP - elective module, F - extracurricular module




5. Conditions (where applicable)

5.1 For the developmentof | e --

the course

5.2 For the development o =

of the seminar/laboratory

6. Specific skills acquired

Professional skills

Students following this course are expected to be able to:

use key notions of security studies in interpreting social and environmental
phenomena and issues, as well as the major ideas of the interdisciplinary
characteristics of these type of studies (international relations, globalization studies,
development studies, social studies, environmental studies)

properly understand and use notions describing the theoretical foundations of
societal security and environmental security, as specific sectors defined by the
Copenhagen School of security studies, and in a broader sense (different security
problems, largely generated by social and environmental issues)

identify, exemplify, describe and interpret, as case studies, various contexts of social
and environmental security: national, regional, international; the contexts of
globalization and development; migration, socio-environemntal degradation, climate
change etc.

properly involve the theory of securitization in analyzing society and environment
aspects and in debating security topics as critical security study.

describe and use specific concepts, theories, models and information, appropriate
for the fields of social and environmental studies (such as the notions of
immigration, ethnic violence, societal identity, risk society, human security, sustainable
development, poverty and vulnerability, risk management, security pardox etc.) used in
analyzing various security problems and advancing various security management
approaches

analyze frameworks and regulations of societal and enviromental security; discuss
policies and solutions for societal and enviromental security

Interdisciplinary skills

Students following this course are expected to be able:

to learn from a specific disciplinary approach

to identify and discuss issues in their proper political-cultural and theoretical-
ideological contexts

to identify and analyse specific problems of international concern and agenda

to debate issues regarding critical or controversial aspects of contemporary society
to communicate and correlate information and knowledge from different domains
and fields of research/interest




7. Course objectives (based on list of acquired skills)

7.1 General
objective

This course aims at introducing, analyzing and debating the topics of societal
and environmental security, from theoretical and contemporary perspectives.

Students following this course should be able to present the nature and
challenges of societal and environmental issues, in their major aspects, and to
understand and discuss some of their theoretical and political implications

7.2 Specific

The course will introduce in their theoretical-political contexts:

objectives (1) concepts and theories related to the subjects of societal and environmental
security
(2) some characteristics and issues of society and environment, in
international /global, and security studies perspectives
(3) expressions and problematizations of social and environmental issues, as
security concerns
8. Contents
8.1 Lecture Teaching Observation
methods s
1. Societal and Environmental Security.
Introducing Topics and Syllabus
2. The notion of security in historical and gg%%lil&clﬁAFVSON: Ch. 10; l .
; ; : Ch. Comprehensi | Materials use
theoretical perspectives Extra reading: BUZAN, p .
. ve lectures, in the
WAVER, DEWILDE: Overview PowerPoint educational
3. Major security issues in the era of SCHAEFFER: Ch. 1; . ocess:
lobalization SCHOLTE: Ch. 10 presentations | P :
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CAVELTY & MAUER: Illustrations, Computer,
Overview contextualiza | Projector,

4. The concepts of inequality, ggggfsss:sclhéUPTA & tion, debates, | PowerPoint
marg_lnallty, rlsk and crises from a POLLMANN: Ch. 2 specific presentation
security perspective Extra reading: OSBORNE & analyses, (slides), visual

KRIESE: Overview critical illustrations

5. Societal structures, environmental ;lggghf[lEgiso 5>C 6h; 5 thinking, (pICture;'

- - Ch. 25 reviews maps, charts,
changes, and security Extra reading: BUCKINGHAM videos),
. : ' & TURNER: Overview Short video .

6. Paradigms and dilemmas of societal ROE: Chs. 3, 4 : bibli h

d ; ] ] Extra reading: HOUGH: Chs. 5, screenings 1bliography
and environmental security 6 and excerpts.

7. Case study 1: Minorities and societal glllH;N CAVELTY & MAUER: | discussions
identity issues Extra reading: HUDSON: Chs.

3,4

8. Case study 2: Immigration and glcclfl\l}l‘]f:g leiCRkO(S:}lng:

societalidentity issues Extra reading: CHERNOBROV:
Chs. 1,2
9. Case study 3: Environemntal issues, LOWI & SHAW: Ch. 5,6
climate change and security g(h)SSA-N UNEZ & ATKINS:
Extra reading: SCHEFFRAN:
Ch. 1
10. Case study 4: Socio-environmental LAZARIDIS & WADIA: Ch. 2

degradation and urban security

PEOPLES & VAUGHAN-
WILLIAMS: Ch. 6

Extra readings: BALZACQ:
Part I, SHEPHERD: Ch. 5




11.

Debates in Security Studies 1: PEOPLES & VAUGHAN-

r: N . . : WILLIAMS: Chs. 1, 5
Securitization; security as discursive Extra reading: SHEPHERD: Ch.

practice in societal and environemntal 7

sectors
12. Debates in Security Studies 2: Critical (T}[lilzilfjll\/;[fflmég: 5Ch- 4, 5;
security studies B diﬁg: :
BENTON & SHORT: Ch. 12
13. Conclusive Class: Social and Open discussion

Environmental Security Problems in the
Contemporary World. Old and New
Security Studies

14. Course review. Preparing exam. Reviewing
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10. Assessment

Type of activity | 10.1 Assessment criteria 10.2 Assessment methods 10.3 Percentage of
the final grade
10.4 Lecture (1) using specific informations, - testing the knowledge 70%
notions and analyses introduced taught/acquired
and utilized throughout the course | - assessing the capacity to
use information, interpret,
and analyse
- assessing the
comprehension and
understanding of specific
aspects
10.5 Seminar (2) assessing the capacity to - joining the seminar 30%

summarize relevant information
make article/project
presentations, participate in
seminar discussions and debates

discussions, presenting
seminar projects,
responding questions,
suggesting creative/critical
ideas

10.6 Minimum standard of performance

The capacity to properly describe the nature and the challenges of societal and environmental security,
as specific security theories.

The capacity to properly refer to some key terms, analyses or examples discussed throughout the
course, as a broad approach on social and environmental issues with impacts on regional, national, and
continental security, in international and global contexts.
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