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Definition of
Environmental Ethics

is a branch of philosophy and ethics that explores the
ethical relationships between human beings and the
natural environment. It involves the examination of
values and principles to guide human conduct
concerning the environment, recognizing the
interconnectedness of all living beings and ecosystems.

the central focus of environmental ethics is to address
guestions related to the moral responsibilities and
obligations of individuals, communities, and societies
toward the environment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiVIV67fclc&ab c
hannel=MarkkulaCenterforAppliedEthics
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Key components of
environmental ethics
include:

1. Inherent Value of Nature - Recognition that
nature has intrinsic value beyond its utility to
human beings, emphasizing the intrinsic worth
of ecosystems, species, and individual
organisms.

2. Interconnectedness - Acknowledgment of the
interconnected and interdependent
relationships within ecosystems, emphasizing
the importance of considering the broader
ecological context in ethical decision-making.

3. Stewardship - Emphasis on the responsible
and sustainable management of natural
resources, promoting practices that ensure the
well-being of current and future generations.




e 4. Recognition of Rights - Consideration of the
rights of nature, including the right to exist,
flourish, and evolve, leading to discussions about
legal frameworks recognizing nature's inherent
rights.

e 5. Sustainability - Promotion of practices that
aim to meet present needs without
compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs, aligning with the
principles of intergenerational equity.

* 6. Ethical Considerations in Decision-Making -
Integration of ethical principles into individual
and collective decision-making processes,
particularly in areas such as environmental
policy, law, and business practices.

31.01.2024
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Historical development and evolution

Anthropocentrism and Utilitarianism (Pre-20th Century):
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e Early ethical perspectives often placed human interests at the center, reflecting an anthropocentric worldview.
Utilitarianism, a consequentialist ethical theory, focused on maximizing human well-being and happiness
without explicit consideration for the intrinsic value of nature.

Preservationist and Conservationist Movements (19th Century):

e The emergence of preservationist and conservationist movements in the 19th century marked a shift toward

recognizing the intrinsic value of nature. Figures like John Muir advocated for the preservation of wilderness
areas, emphasizing the aesthetic and spiritual value of nature.

Aldo Leopold and the Land Ethic (20th Century):

e Aldo Leopold, an influential ecologist and philosopher, played a pivotal role in the development of
environmental ethics. In his work, "A Sand County Almanac" (1949), Leopold introduced the concept of a "land

ethic," arguing for an expanded ethical framework that includes the land and its ecosystems as a community to
which humans belong.
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4. Rachel Carson and the Environmental Movement (Mid-20th Century):

e Rachel Carson's groundbreaking work, "Silent Spring" (1962), raised awareness about the environmental impacts of
pesticides, particularly DDT. Carson's work is credited with inspiring the modern environmental movement and
fostering a sense of responsibility for protecting the environment.

5. Earth Day and the Emergence of Environmental Philosophy (1970s):

e The first Earth Day in 1970 marked a significant turning point, bringing environmental issues to the forefront of public
consciousness. This period saw the emergence of environmental philosophy as a distinct field of study, exploring the
ethical dimensions of human-nature relationships.

6. Deep Ecology and Biocentrism (1970s-1980s):

* Philosopher Arne Naess introduced the concept of "deep ecology," emphasizing the intrinsic value of all living beings
and ecosystems. Deep ecology challenged anthropocentric views and called for a reevaluation of human relationships
with the natural world. Biocentrism, as a moral perspective, extends ethical consideration to all living entities.

31.01.2024
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Ecofeminism Recognition of Rights of Nature

eEcofeminism emerged, highlighting the interconnectedness of environmental and eThe 21st century has witnessed efforts to legally recognize the rights of nature in
feminist issues. Ecofeminist thinkers explored the parallels between the oppression of various jurisdictions. Initiatives such as the Universal Declaration of the Rights of
women and the exploitation of nature, emphasizing the need for a more inclusive and Mother Earth aim to establish legal frameworks that acknowledge nature's intrinsic
holistic environmental ethics. rights.

§ Late 20th Century - Present §
1980s 21st Century

Global Environmental Issues and Climate Change

*The late 20th century and the present era have seen a growing recognition of global
environmental challenges, including climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource
depletion. Environmental ethics has evolved to address the complex, interconnected
nature of these issues, emphasizing the global responsibility to protect the planet.

31.01.2024
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10. Sustainability Ethics and Applied
Environmental Ethics (Contemporary):

. Contemporary environmental ethics
places a strong emphasis on
sustainability, addressing practical
issues related to resource
management, climate adaptation,
and environmental justice. Applied
environmental ethics involves ethical
considerations in policy-making,
business practices, and everyday
decision-making.
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5.2. Ethical
Theories in
Environmental

Context

1. Utilitarianism:
Overview:

. Utilitarianism, rooted in the work of philosophers like
Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill, asserts that
actions are morally right if they produce the greatest
overall happiness or pleasure.

. Environmental Context:
Environmental utilitarianism evaluates actions based
on their impact on overall ecological well-being. It
considers the greatest good for the entire ecosystem,
including non-human entities.
2. Deontological Ethics:
. Overview:
Deontological ethics, associated with Immanuel Kant,
emphasizes moral duties and principles. Actions are
intrinsically right or wrong, regardless of their
consequences.
Environmental Context:
Deontological environmental ethics may focus on
principles like the intrinsic value of nature, advocating
for the protection of the environment as a moral duty.

31.01.2024
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e 3. Virtue Ethics:

e Overview:

e Virtue ethics, traced back to Aristotle, emphasizes the
development of virtuous character traits. Ethical actions
flow from individuals with virtuous dispositions.

e Environmental Context:

e Environmental virtue ethics considers virtues such as
ecological wisdom, stewardship, and humility. It
encourages the cultivation of virtues for sustainable and
responsible environmental behavior.

= 4, Eco-Centrism:

e Overview:

e Eco-centrism places intrinsic value on ecosystems,
species, and the environment. It rejects
anthropocentrism and views nature as having inherent
worth.

e Environmental Context:

* |[n eco-centric environmental ethics, nature is considered
a community of interdependent entities, and ethical
decisions prioritize the well-being of the entire
ecosystem.
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14



UNIVERSITATEA BABES-BOLYAI
BABES-BOLYAI TUDOMANYEGYETEM
BABES-BOLYAT UNIVERSITAT
BABES-BOLYAT UNIVERSITY

TRADITIO ET EXCELLENTIA

S Co-funded by
L the European Union

5. Anthropocentrism:

Overview:

e Anthropocentrism places human interests at
the center of ethical considerations, often
prioritizing human well-being and needs.

Environmental Context:

e Environmental anthropocentrism
acknowledges human dependence on
ecosystems and may argue for responsible
resource use to ensure long-term human well-
being.

31.01.2024

Universitatea Babes-Bolyai s AR

f FACULTATEA DE S
STUDII EUROPENE |

lo

6. Deep Ecology:

Overview:

e Deep ecology, proposed by Arne Naess, emphasizes
the intrinsic value of all living beings and
ecosystems. It calls for a profound shift in human
consciousness towards recognizing the
interconnectedness of life.

Environmental Context:

e Deep ecology in environmental ethics advocates for
a radical reorientation of human perspectives,
challenging anthropocentrism and promoting a
more holistic understanding of nature.

15
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Biocentrism:

e Overview:

e Biocentrism extends ethical
consideration to all living entities,
assigning intrinsic value to all life
forms.

e Environmental Context:

e Biocentric environmental ethics
recognizes the moral standing of
individual organisms, emphasizing
the importance of preserving
biodiversity and ecosystems for their
own sake.

31.01.2024
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Ethics of Care:

e Overview:

e The ethics of care, often associated
with feminist ethics, emphasizes
relationships, empathy, and
interconnectedness.

e Environmental Context:

e Environmental ethics of care extends
care-oriented principles to the
natural world, emphasizing a
nurturing and responsible
relationship with ecosystems and
non-human entities.

16
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5.3. The Rights of Nature
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The concept of the "Rights of Nature" represents a paradigm shift in environmental

ethics, challenging traditional anthropocentric views and recognizing the intrinsic value
and rights of the natural world.

This perspective advocates for granting legal rights to ecosystems, species, and natural

entities, considering them as subjects with their own inherent worth rather than mere
resources for human exploitation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYbwdM]j-
fickab channel=CommunityEnvironmentallLegalDefenseFund-CELDF

17
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Key Principles

Intrinsic Value:
e Recognizes that nature has inherent value independent of its utility to human beings. This

principle challenges the notion of viewing nature solely as a means to human ends.
Legal Personhood:
e Proposes granting legal personhood to natural entities, allowing them to possess legal

rights and standing. This legal recognition elevates ecosystems and species to the status of

entities capable of holding rights.

Holistic Rights:

e Extends beyond individual species to encompass entire ecosystems and natural processes.
The focus is on protecting the integrity and functioning of ecological systems.

31.01.2024



4. Preventative Protection:

e Emphasizes the proactive protection of nature to prevent
harm rather than relying on reactive measures after damage
has occurred. This aligns with a precautionary approach to
environmental conservation.

e Promotes an ecocentric worldview, emphasizing the

interconnectedness and interdependence of all living entities.

This contrasts with anthropocentrism, which places humans
at the center of ethical considerations.

6. Legal Frameworks:

e Advocates for the incorporation of the Rights of Nature into
legal systems. This involves amending laws to recognize the
rights of ecosystems, species, and natural features.

31.01.2024
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Case Studies and Examples:

Ecuador's Constitution Whanganui River, New Zealand
eEcuador became the first country to recognize the Rights of *The Whanganui River was granted legal personhood in a landmark
Nature in its constitution. The constitution explicitly acknowledges agreement between the New Zealand government and the
nature's right to exist, flourish, and evolve, and it grants legal Whanganui Iwi (Maori tribe). The river is considered an indivisible
standing to nature. and living whole with legal rights.
2014 | 2018
® ° ® °
2008 | 2017
New Zealand's Te Urewera Act Colombia's Amazon Rainforest
eThe Te Urewera Act granted legal personhood to Te Urewera, a *The Colombian Supreme Court recognized the Amazon Rainforest
national park, recognizing it as a legal entity with its own rights. as a legal entity with rights. This decision aimed to strengthen
This marked a departure from traditional ownership models. efforts to protect the Amazon from deforestation and

environmental degradation.

31.01.2024 20



Tleel. - . . ~ Critics argue that while recognizing the Rights of Nature is a
e, aiielde=E 100 positive step, the enforceability of these rights remains a
e e lity: challenge. Legal systems may struggle to provide effective

mechanisms for protecting nature's rights.

¥¢0C'T0°TE

con'ﬂiCt Balancing the rights of nature with human interests poses
r I I q u e S a n with challenges, particularly when economic activities conflict
Human with the rights of ecosystems. Striking a balance is a

Interests: complex ethical and legal endeavor.

Cultural [Ey¥ recognition of the Rights of Nature varies across
and Legal cultures and legal systems. Implementing consistent and
Variability: universally applicable frameworks remains a challenge.
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To be remembered!

g The Rights of Nature represents a transformative approach to environmental
ethics, emphasizing a profound shift in human-nature relationships.

While challenges exist, the growing recognition of nature's rights signals a
LE ‘ .?i commitment to redefining ethical and legal frameworks for the protection
and preservation of the natural world.

31.01.2024 22
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5.4. Environmental Justice

is a social movement and field of study that addresses the disproportionate
distribution of environmental benefits and burdens among different
communities.

it advocates for fair and equitable treatment of all people, regardless of race,
socioeconomic status, or other demographic factors, in the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws and policies.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flu-AfQ0cBM&ab channel=NRDCflix
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Key Principles:

Equity and Environmental justice emphasizes the fair distribution of environmental resources, risks, and
Fairness: benefits among all communities, especially those historically marginalized or disadvantaged.

Advocates for the meaningful participation of affected communities in decision-making processes
| | . related to environmental policies, projects, and regulations. This includes empowering
nvolvement: communities to voice their concerns and contribute to the decision-making process.

Community

Rejects discriminatory practices that result in the concentration of environmental hazards in
. . . . certain communities, often low-income and minority neighborhoods. Calls for the prevention of
Discrimination: erimi "

such discriminatory siting and exposure patterns.

Prevention of

31.01.2024 24
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Health Equity:

Cumulative Impacts:

Legal and Policy Advocacy:

Addresses disparities in health outcomes related to
environmental exposures. Strives to eliminate health
inequalities that result from exposure to pollutants,
hazardous waste, and other environmental hazards.

Recognizes the cumulative impacts of multiple
environmental stressors on communities. Environmental
justice seeks to address the compounding effects of various
environmental hazards on vulnerable populations.

Involves legal and policy efforts to ensure that
environmental laws and regulations are justly applied and
enforced. This includes challenging discriminatory policies
and advocating for the rights of affected communities.

31.01.2024 25



Key Concepts:

e Refers to the disproportionate burden of environmental hazards borne by communities
of color. Environmental racism highlights systemic inequalities that result in the siting
of polluting industries and waste facilities in minority neighborhoods.

e Envisions a shift from environmentally harmful industries to sustainable and equitable
alternatives. Just transition seeks to protect workers and communities affected by
economic and environmental changes, ensuring a fair and inclusive transition to a more
sustainable future.

31.01.2024 26



e Describes the segregation and unequal distribution of environmental benefits and
burdens, similar to the historical concept of apartheid. Eco-apartheid emphasizes
the need to dismantle environmental inequalities and promote justice.

e Involves the use of mapping tools by communities to document and communicate
environmental injustices. Participatory mapping empowers communities to visually
represent their experiences and advocate for change.

31.01.2024 27
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Case Studies and Examples:

] Spye e The contamination of Flint, Michigan's water supply disproportionatel
Flint Water Crisis 8 PRY Clsprop )

affected low-income and predominantly African American residents. The

(20 14 2016) - crisis underscored the intersection of environmental and racial injustice in
- access to clean water.

e The siting of a hazardous waste landfill in Warren County, North Carolina,
Wa rren cou nty with a predominantly African American population, sparked protests against

PCB I_a ndfi " (1982) . environmental racism. The case highlighted the need for fair and inclusive

decision-making in waste disposal.

] e A major fire at the Chevron refinery in Richmond, California, affected a
Chevron Richmond : Y

predominantly low-income and minority community. The incident raised

REfi nery (2012) . concerns about the unequal distribution of environmental risks and

prompted calls for greater accountability.

31.01.2024 28



Challenges and Future Directions

Institutional Barriers:

e Overcoming institutional barriers and systemic inequalities in environmental decision-making remains a
significant challenge. Achieving justice requires addressing deeply ingrained structures that perpetuate
environmental disparities.

Intersectionality:

e Recognizing and addressing the intersectionality of various social identities, including race, class,
gender, and ethnicity, is crucial for a comprehensive understanding of environmental justice issues.

Global Environmental Justice:

e Expanding the scope of environmental justice to a global context, addressing issues such as climate
justice and the unequal impacts of environmental degradation on vulnerable nations and communities.

31.01.2024 29
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To be remembered!

AIA Environmental justice is a critical movement that seeks to rectify historical
e and ongoing injustices related to environmental hazards.

& By advocating for fairness, community involvement, and the elimination of
2la discriminatory practices, environmental justice aims to create a more
equitable and sustainable future for all.
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